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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully uphold: 
Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community 

Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing in lifelong prayer,  
sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and loving service to those in need 

Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted 
in peace, justice and respect for all beings 

 
As we close out the liturgical year, we saw that the readings at Mass throughout November dealt with the 
end.  This “end” can be interpreted as either the end of the world as we know it (“Thy Kingdom come….”), 
or the end of our lives.  In either case, we are called to reflect on this “end” and do all we can to ensure that 
we are prepared for it.   
 
The end of the growing season has always included some form of Thanksgiving across cultures and 
continents.  Whether we look back on the growing season in thanksgiving for the fruit of the land or we 
look back on our lives in thanksgiving for all the blessings we have received year after year, we are called to 
gratitude and to acknowledge that it is by God’s grace we have all that we have.   
 
And yet, this end of the growing season, this end of the liturgical year, the end of our lives, and this end of 
our world all correspond to a growing darkness.  As the days run shorter and the nights run longer, the 
world seems enveloped in darkness and our November readings confirm that the end is and will be filled 
with the darkness of evil which seeks to steal our souls from the One who can, and will, bring Light out of 
this darkness.   
 
Today marks the beginning of Advent, a time when we prepare for the coming of Christ, the Light of the 
world and the Light of our lives.  In today’s homily, Fr. Tom alluded to the three comings of Christ; in 
history, mystery, and majesty.  Each Advent, we long for His coming in the mystery of the season and 
celebration of the Incarnation.  It is not coincidental that His birth takes place on or near the winter solstice, 
the darkest days of the year and after which the days become longer with more and more light.  Once we 
accept Christ into our lives, the darkness of sin, doubt, apathy, and the like stand no chance of stealing our 
souls from the Giver of both light and life.   
 
Our Catechism tells us how Jesus prayed (Article II of Part 4).  In 2601 and 2602 we see how Jesus prays in 
private but also in public through his ministry.  More importantly, He prays for all men and women but 
especially those who have been most affected by the darkness of sin.  It has always been difficult for me to 
understand and believe that Jesus has a preferential concern for those in this darkness.  In re-reading an old 
account of the Fatima apparitions, I’m reminded that Mary’s entire message was about prayer and sacrifice 
for the conversion of sinners, the sanctification of souls, and the salvation of ALL people.   
 
In this very special time of the year, when we reflect on the Light of the world and how H came to free 
especially the most debilitated sinners and shed the rays of the most merciful light on the darkest of souls, 
let us put in to action what Fr. Tom outlined in his homily as an “Advent Plan:” to pray (through scripture, 
the Rosary, in front of the Blessed Sacrament, or by attending daily Mass), to sacrifice (cutting back or 
denying our appetites) and to give alms (not just money but other important things such as time, kindness, 
or a smile during the most hectic and trying events that accompany the season.    
 
May your Advent season be filled with great hope and a forward-looking expectation of the Light of all 
lights and destroyer of darkness.   
 
Blessings,  MartyShudak, gmshudak@yahoo.com, 712-308-3983 



 
Prayer Intentions 
 
Parish: 

For the people in our Sister Parish in Colombia who are suffering from malnutrition and abandonment 
by the competent authorities, that God will provide food and medical support for them.  

That Advent may be a time when those who have been away from the Church find its inviting light 
through the prayers and support of parish family members 

In thanksgiving for a very successful parish chicken dinner  
For the success of the planned activities scheduled for Dec. 11 celebrating the feast of our Lady of 

Guadalupe 
In thanksgiving for a remarkable Advent Mission presented by Emmy-Nominated Actor Frank Runyeon 
For effective, efficient, compassionate solutions to the challenges involved with the closing of Holy 

Family Church 
 

Diocese, Nation, World: 
For a greater respect for life; from conception to natural death 
For greater support of those who risk their lives, their careers, and who spend their savings defending 

the rights of the unborn against the abortion industry 
For an on-going defense of religious freedoms by our elected officials 
That, especially during this Advent season of hope, countries around the world redouble their efforts to 

work toward peaceful resolutions and avoid conflict.   
For those who live in places of civil unrest and violence, may they experience the miraculous joy of 

Christ’s peace  
For the safety of those who travel during this holiday season and especially those who travel between 

countries 
For the victims of violent weather and storms, may they remain safe and warm and dry  

 

Universal Church/Papal Intentions: 

Dialogue and Reconciliation in the Near East 
That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and reconciliation emerge in the Near East, where 
diverse religious communities share their lives together. 

The Future of the Very Young 
That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very young, 
especially those who are suffering. 

 
May these and all of our personal petitions be united by the power of the Holy Spirit with those of all the 
Ministers of Prayer and Praise, with Mary our Mother, and all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, we 
implore you, O Lord.  Amen. 


